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EDUCATION
PACK

Welcome Drycleaner®* Teachers to this
Education Pack. Just like you, we Bogeys
take education very seriously, so although
we know you have brought your young
people to the theatre so they can relax
and enjoy the show, we couldn’t resist
giving you some fun ideas of things you
could do back at school.

Pilot Theatre’s production of Fungus
The Bogeyman is adapted from the book,
written and illustrated by Raymond
Briggs. The book and the show together
give a wide range of curriculum opportu-
nities in literacy, art and design, music

and citizenship.

* Drycleaner is the Bogey word for human
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'the essence of being able to draw from
memory is to be a mini-actor. If the figure is
to walk jauntily with its nose in the air, you
have to imagine what that feels like'

Briggs was born on the 18th of January 1934 in
Wimbledon Park, London.

His father Ernest was a milk man for the co-op for
over 30 years and he was awarded a certificate.

His mother Ethel was also in service as a maid and
also worked for over 30 years but was not awarded a certificate.

At the age of 10 Briggs gained a scholarship to Rutlish Grammar School in Surrey where he took speech
lessons.

Before the age of 11 Briggs wanted to be a reporter
At the age of 15 he entered an art school and after 2 years was awarded an intermediate art certificate.

After 2 further years he was awarded a National Diploma of Design, but was then conscripted into the
Royal Signal Corps at Catterick, North Yorkshire.

After another 2 years at London University he was awarded a Diploma of Fine Art.
From 1957 he concentrated on his books and became an established writer and illustrator. His books in-
cluding. The Snowman, Fungus the Bogeyman, Where the Wind Blows and the Father Christmas books.

The character of Father Christmas was based on Briggs” own father.

In 1961 Briggs took the position of a part time lecturer in illustration at Brighton College of Art in Sus-

SEX.

He married Jean Taprell Clark in 1963. She also had a love for painting and illustration but sadly died
in 1973.

Briggs won a Kate Greenaway medal in 1966 for the illustration of the nursery rhyme book - The
Mother Goose Treasury.

Briggs’ books have been translated into many languages and adapted for films, plays and TV cartoons.

Briggs now enjoys growing fruits, gardening vegetables and listening to modern jazz. He is still working
on one more book.

www.pilot-theatre.com
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By Slime McBucket

SM: It’s good to meet you, Fun-
gus and Mildew. I'd like to start by
asking you a few questions about
your life here under ground. What's
your favourite part of the house?

FUNGUS: Probably the Bara-
thrum.

MILDEW: ...mmm yes. Where
you can wash in some really grimey
muck.

SM: And how do you keep your
house dirty Mildew?

MILDEW: I'm very houseproud
so I do alot of dirtying up. It’s
amazing how clean a house can get
with two great grown boys in it.

FUNGUS: Yeah, she’s always
on at us to keep our boots on when
we come in from work.

MILDEW: Oh, yes, but I don’t
mind him taking them off if he’s got
some nice toe jam. [Ilike a scrape of
that on toast. But I like him to get
his boots straight on again, to keep

the floors mucky.
FUNGUS: Well, I do my best.
MILDEW: Yes, you do. You

always put plenty of snails in the
bed...

FUNGUS:And I make sure the
fridge 1s switched off so everything
can go musty.

MILDEW: Ooh, yes! Fusty and
musty! And plenty of slugs in the
washing up.

SM: What's your favourite
smell?

FUNGUS: Mouldy sandwiches.

MILDEW: Rotting flies. Lovely.

SM: When you go above ground
to where the Drycleaners live, what
smells do you like up there?

FUNGUS: Well in hot weather
they sometimes get a bit smelly,
which is nice. But most of the time
they’re just too clean. You get some
really nice smells coming out of
farms..

MILDEW: Yes, they seem to be
more civilized, places with animals.

SM: Do you prefer grown up
Drycleaners or children Dryclean-
ers?

MILDEW: I don’t like any of
them. I think they’re horripilations.
Obviously the children are a bit
muckier but as they get older they
get made to clean up too much.
They smell lovely and sicky as ba-
bies. But it’s not until they’re teen-
agers that they get a bit rebellious...

FUNGUS: Yes, teenagers espe-
cially boys, like to live in nice,
mucky rooms and grow mould un-
der their beds from old sandwiches.
They’re a bit more normal. More
like us.

MILDEW: But it gets knocked
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out of them, it’s a shame. It’s not
normal. Mind you our Mould can
be a bit rebellious.

FUNGUS: Well, it’s peer pres-
sure, you know, to wear clean
clothes, that sort of things.

MAXINE: And clean trainers,
that’s all the rage now. Clean train-
ers! With no sweat in them! They’re
using Odour Eaters! I mean,
Odour....Eaters!

FUNGUS: What’s wrong with
odour? It was good enough for us
when we were their age! But he’s
not a bad lad.

MILDEW: He’s not bad. He’s
coming on all right I suppose, he’s
even been growing a few boils lately.

FUNGUS: He’s coming out to
work with me a bit now. It’s impor-
tant to follow the traditions of visit-
ing the Drycleaners, like we’ve al-
ways done and reminding them that
there’s a dark, dank world out there,
a natural world.

MILDEW: I think it’s time a few
bogey ladies went above ground too,
we’re not just going to stay at home,
dirtying up, like we always have
done. I’'ve had a little look up the
tunnels and it’s very interesting.

BOGEY: There’s no reason not
to. We could go to work together.

MILDEW: But it you go above
ground, you have to be careful you
don’t dry out or get hot. That’s very
unhealthy and it’s bad for your
warts.

SM: What’s your favourite food?

MAXINE: Lard boiled egg with
maggots or squashed fly biscuits! I'll
let you have the recipe! And if you
know any dryleaner children who
might want to visit us, you tell them
to get good and dirty first!

SM: Thank you, Fungus, thank
you Mildew!

For Mildew’s Recipe for Squashed Fly
Buscuits see page 9
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You will need:

1. A copy of Fungus The Bogeyman
by Raymond Briggs.

2. Paper and pens or a big piece of
paper/whiteboard for group poems.
3. Brilliant brains (to be found be-
tween the ears of Drycleaner chil-
dren.)

Show the children the pictures from
the book and read the descriptions of
Fungus and his wife Mildew and their
lives in Bogeydom. (For younger children
you will need to select sections in prepara-
tion, older readers will be able to read the
book themselves.)

Using the Five Senses, ask the children
to come up with words to describe what
they think they would see, smell, hear,
touch, taste. For younger children you
could ask each group to concentrate on
one sense and then collect the words to-
gether in a group poem. Older children
could group their words into adjectives,
adverbs, verbs and nouns.

Here are some suggestions for opening
lines:

One fine wet night in Bogeydom...
Down in the deep dark tunnels...
Mould, mess and muck....

Have fun with alliteration!

In Fungus The Bogeyman, Raymond
Briggs has a lot of fun with very long and
unusual words and he also invents many
wonderful new words.

Either: Choose some of your own fa-
vourites or ask the children to choose
some from the book. Write a selection on
cards and then ask the children to come
up with 3 possible meanings for each
word — in teams or pairs they can then
play a version of the word game “give us
a clue” and try and guess the correct
meaning.

Some to get started -
Heliophobus
DasymeterDrycleaner
Geniculates

Debenture

They key to learning new words (in-
cluding words in other languages or slang
words from other dialects) to is to work
out what they mean in context. So the
team describing the word will need to
know where it comes in the book and find
a way of acting out what it means or us-

ing it in a whole sentence.

Now it’s the children’s turn. They can
invent some words of their own. Is there a
name for the strange fluff' that grows be-
hind the shoes racks in the cloak room?
Or a word for the smell from the kitchen
when it’s cabbage for lunch? What about
a special word for the dark substance
which appears by magic under your fin-
gernails, when you haven’t even been in
the mud?

www.pilot-theatre.com
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When...

The following exercise can be done
before your theatre visit, in order to give
the children points of recognition and a
sense of ownership when they see the
show.

Alternatively, it can be used after the
show to reinforce points in the story and
as a reminder before writing about the
play or doing art activities based on their
visit to the theatre.

Drama technique...

Tableau or Freeze-frame or Still-
picture is a frozen moment like a photo-
graph. For younger children it might help
to have an imaginary photographer so
they remember to present themselves

outwards to an audience.

Context

Make sure the class are familiar with
the book and the life of Fungus and his
family. In the play — there are two dry
cleaner characters who live in the above
world and are humans like us! They are
called Miriam and her daughter, Maxine.
When Fungus and Mould venture above
ground there are some surprising adven-
tures between them all!

Sttuations...

Work with children in small groups to
create the following still pictures:

Fungus and Mould see the Drycleaners,
eating breakfast for the first time.

Miriam sees some mould in the dustbin in
her garden and nearly discovers Fungus.

Mould meeting Maxine for the first time

Mould and Maxine going down below
into Bogeydom on an adventure

Miriam and Fungus looking for their
children.

Think about: where they are, how they
would react, their personality and what
they would be thinking,

Once you have created a basic freeze
frame change the situation to the next
suggestion.

Ask each small group to present their tab-
leau to the rest of the class. Develop this
work by asking the class to imagine the
thought bubbles coming out of each
character — they could look at the book to
see some more thought bubbles!

Extension into Music...

What instrument would represent
each character? If you have limited
instruments, you could use a keyboard
to try different notes or sounds or
even focus on low and high notes on a
piano. Ask the children to say why a
particular sound suits a particular
character, e.g. Fungus - you could
choose a trombone as it is deep and
could be used to conjure up a picture
of Fungus’ way of walking and mov-
ing - you could imagine him plodding
along to this instrument. If possible
play or listen to some of these instru-
ments.

Create a piece of music/sound that
can be played to each tableau/stll
image and show the tableaux again
with accompanying sound.

www.pilot-theatre.com
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Costume

Look at the design for Fungus’ costume (above).

Draw a costume design for one of the other characters
e.g. Maxine, the Drycleaner child who befriends Mould. Is
she fashionable? Is she a tom boy? Would her clothes be
clean? In particular think about texture and the sort of ma-
terials and colour.

The costume drawings can have pieces of material
attached/or notes on the side — try and use as may found or
recycled materials as possible.

These could be framed and displayed in your
own National Bogey Gallery. Look at the page in the book
where Fungus is thinking about the family visits to the Gal-
lery on a Sunday afternoon.
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Set

Design a set for a production of Fungus the Bogeyman.
The play will need at least two locations — Bogeydom and the
world of the Drycleaners. Discuss how the two worlds are
different.

You will need to draw or paint a picture of each location.
Think about the colour scheme and the feelings evoked by
colour. Think about the textures, (wet and dripping, metal
and brick or shiny clean plastic surfaces?) —

The next stage would be to make a model box of the
design — you could make this in a cut away shoe or cardboard
box which creates the shape of the stage. The back wall of
the box represent the backdrop or rear wall of your theatre.
Even the floor needs colour and texture. You can use dolls
house furniture or even create your own to show different
scenes from the play.

www.pilot-theatre.com
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In the play, Fungus’ world — Bogeydom - consists of things the Drycleaners have
discarded or thrown away — in other words he lives in a recycled environment.

Here are some questions for discussion

What materials do we recycle?

What do you recycle at home — make a list of where you take your recy-
cling (eg compost heap, bottle bank etc)

What do these materials get turned into?
What materials could we recycle which we don’t at the moment?

Find out if your school have a recycling policy? If so do you know what
it says and can you think of ways to make it even better? If not start the
process of making a policy!

In some parts of the world people, and particularly children, have to
make a living from recycling our rubbish — try and find out which coun-
tries this happens in. What do you think about this ?

Look on packaging and containers at
home and copy out the various recy-
cling symbols.

Research to find out what each one
means.

www.pilot-theatre.com 7
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FUN STUFF

.Bogeys don'? like cross words..but
Z‘/’]ey /ove Crosswords!

h

ACROSS
5 Bogeys like to spread this on toast (3, 3)

6 Bogey children get paid this, if they are good
and dirty their bedrooms (6, 5)

DOWN

1 Gooey green stuff (5)

%é;eature who lies on the surface (like you!)

3 Agreat place to see a live show (7)

4 What compost does and what your sand-
wich will do if you leave it in the bottom of
your bag for days (3)

7 Bogeys love to wash in this, Drycleaners
have to wash it off (4)

Can
you help
Mould choose the tunnel
which leads to
Maxine?

can
you tidy up
these words for me?

tcan't find anyone!

g F T C Z N H R B E h
M Z I W Y U O A R
A M U L Y I T T F
I 0O X H M vV A L U
R U J P T B R W N
I L. ¢ F N L R S G
M D K R P R A W U
w E D L I M N Y S
D P T M A X I N E
Look for:
Fungus, Maxine, Mildew, Miriam, Mould, Narrator
...they may be upside down or back to front
- /

www.pilot-theatre.com 8
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Mildew’s Recipe

Sfaashed ﬁy* Bisceutds

W

Yoa will need

1009/ 30z better, melted in a saucepan

1003/ 3/oz Sieved icing sugar

1005/ 3oz plan flour, plus extra for da5z‘in§

1005/ 3oz eqq whites

2009/% oz currants (Flies make dryclener children very poorhy, so

vou U have to wse currants instead.)

I, Prehedd the oven 2o 150C/350F) Gas 4.

2. Mix together the butter, icing sugar and #lowur wunti/
Srocth. Slowly add the eqq whites, stirring, wuntil 2hey
are completely incorpordated, then +o/d in the currants.
Bring together into a bally erap in cling £ilr and chill
for at least one hour.

3. Kol the doaj/z on a //:9/71‘/}/ Flowred swurface owtd 2o
Srm/ Vein Chick. Cud into 12 recz‘ang/es - you may have
Sonme dough et over. Place on a 5@@'}7\9 Zray lined woith
greaseproof paper, ensuring the biscuits are not
ouching each other. Chill in 2he ﬁ/a/je For 30 runutes.

4. Bake the bisceits For $-10 rinutes or wndi/ 3o/a/en
brown. Kemove and cool on a wire rack. Keep in an air-

Zig/t 2in.

@_/@(@\@
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FURTHER RESOURCES

For a complete Raymond Briggs Bibliography go to:
http://www.magicpencil.britishcouncil.org/artists/briggs/

There is also a very comprehensive entry for Raymond Briggs on
http://www.contemporarywriters.com

For further information about Pilot Theatre, including cast information, re-
hearsal photos, feedback forum and downloadable Education Packs from pre-
vious show go to

http://www.pilot-theatre.com
Who’s Who Behind The Scenes of Pilot’s Production:

Fungus the Bogeyman adapted for the stage and directed by Marcus
Romer.

Designed by Ali Allen

Lit by James Farncombe

Music and Songs lvan Stott

Asst Director Katie Posner
Production Mark Beasley
CSM/DSM Tamsin Palmer

ASM Interact Carl Moir

Design Assistant Charlotte Stanley
Costume Maker Naomi Parker
Scenic Artists Cathy Stewart & Ali Allen
Puppet Maker Marise Rose

Prop Maker Ali Allen

Venues and Dates for Fungus the Bogeyman 2008 include:
York Theatre Royal Tues 18th - Sat 22nd March

The New Wolsey Theatre, Ipswich Weds 26th - Sat 29th March
The Hawth Crawley Tues 1st - Fri 5th April

Theatre Royal WinchesterTues 8th - Sat 12th April

Beck Theatre, Hayes Tues 22nd - Sat 26th April

Palace Theatre, Westcliff Tues 29th April - Sat 3rd May
Lighthouse, Poole Tues 13th - Sat 17th May

Wyvern Theatre, Swindon Wed 21st - Sun 25th May

West Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds  Weds 28th - Sat 31st May
The Byre Theatre, St Andrews July 7th - August 9th
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